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seven small branches, and all these seven trees cometh
out of one tree by itself that is yellow, and cometh of
one beginning and that is of the delight, and it bides
an end that is everlasting damnation, which is or-
dained for them that seek not remedy betimes by
penance and repentance by their life in time and hour.
And hereafter followeth the tree of Vices, the pains
of hell, to show the lay people what punishment is
ordained for every Deadly Sin, and the people may
the better show their Sins in confession, and make
clean their conscience, that they may be the home of
God, so that Virtues may grow and fructify to the
profit of your souls/'

The enumeration of the branches of each tree is
curious, and in reading the rhymed exhortations to
righteousness, we cannot fail to see that on its moral
and spiritual side the philosophy of life taught by the
medieval church, if occasionally simple, is thoroughly
sound and healthy, and wherever it was lived up to must
have created pure women and manly men. Lourens,
from whom the whole spirit of the treatises in the
"Kalendar" comes, wrote in the thirteenth century,
a period which some present day scholars of emin-
ence are acclaiming as one of the greatest centuries
in European history. The Tree of Pride has seven-
teen great branches and endless small cc sprigs and
sprays." Envy has thirteen branches, and the first two
are indicated here, as in Chaucer's "Parson's Tale/'
by the passage from St. Augustine "To desire thy
neighbour's harm, to be glad of thy neighbour's ill
name." Wrath has ten branches; Sloth seventeen,